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LONDON GARDENS ONLINE CELEBRATES MORE THAN 
8,000 VISITORS IN ONE WEEK! 

- More information is needed and boroughs are 
encouraged to get involved! - 

 

If you want to learn more about London’s wonderful historic green spaces, why not visit 

www.londongardensonline.org.uk? More than 8,000 people used the site during a single 

week in November when the total number of hits was over 40,000, with a total session time of 

19,200 minutes! The majority of visitors (28%) were from the USA, followed by 21% in Great 

Britain and 10% in China - clear evidence of the website’s world-wide appeal.   

 
London Gardens Online was launched in May 

2012 and is the brainchild of the London Parks & 

Gardens Trust – who, 15 years ago, decided to start 

the mammoth task of creating an inventory of the 

capital’s parks, gardens, squares, churchyards, 

cemeteries and other sites of historic interest. It now 

includes more than 2,500 site entries across all of 

London’s 33 Boroughs. This information is now 

readily available on the website, which was created 

with support from English Heritage, The Pilgrim Trust 

and the J Paul Getty Jnr Charitable Trust.  

 

Six months on, boroughs are encouraged to look at the historic green spaces represented on 

www.londongardensonline.org.uk and to add to the information, including pictures, if 

possible, as the website will be regularly updated. Many of the borough local studies libraries 

have already helped with providing historical pictures for the website. Criteria for inclusion on 

the Inventory are those sites whose history dates back at least 30 years and are of significance 

for their design, landscaping or social history.  
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As Keeper of the Inventory, Sally Williams, explains: “Many of London’s parks and gardens, 

churchyards and squares are very well known but there are legions of hidden secrets only 

known to their local communities, and tracking these down has been an exciting part of the 

remit of the Inventory.” 

 

Borough Number of Green Spaces Recorded on London Gardens Online 
Barking & Dagenham 24 
Barnet 99 
Bexley  59 
Brent 40 
Bromley 92 
Camden  123 
City of London 112 
Croydon 92 
Ealing 57 
Enfield 57 
Greenwich 72 
Hackney 61 
Hammersmith & Fulham 81 
Haringey 49 
Harrow 57 
Havering 73 
Hillingdon 60 
Hounslow 58 
Islington 96 
Kensington & Chelsea 153 
Kingston 57 
Lambeth 65 
Lewisham 56 
Merton 63 
Newham 37 
Redbridge 47 
Richmond 98 
Southwark 98 
Sutton 74 
Tower Hamlets 74 
Waltham Forest 50 
Wandsworth 73 
Westminster 159 
 
INTERESTING FACTS – BUT THERE’S ROOM FOR MORE! 

• Lesser-known fragments of historic landscapes include those at Eastbury Manor in 

Barking and the Minchenden Oak Garden in Southgate. Most people know of 

Hampstead Garden Suburb, but what about other pioneering twentieth-century garden 

suburbs like the Webb Estate in Purley or Brentham Garden Suburb in Ealing? 

 

• Commons like Wimbledon and Mitcham are famous, but there are remnants of old 

commonland and village greens to be found in inner London, even in the heart of 

Chelsea. Almshouses and historic allotments also play a part in London’s landscape, 

and all these places deserve recognition. 

 

 



 
 
WHO IS USING THE SITE?  

• A wide range of people have visited the website, including visitors to London; people 

with anecdotes about the green spaces (had relatives who lived there); students; 

landscape architects and planners; local history groups; people with tree allergies 

etc… 

 
NOTES TO EDITORS:  

• The Inventory behind www.londongardensonline.org.uk builds on the aims of the London 
Parks & Gardens Trust to increase knowledge and appreciation of London’s open spaces, 
including its parks, squares, gardens, cemeteries and churchyards. It gives a unique insight 
into the extraordinary diversity of these open spaces: minute and expansive, manicured 
and natural, ancient and more recent, all of which form an integral part of the capital’s 
character.  

• www.londongardensonline.org.uk aims to appeal to a broad range of users: local 
residents, students, school-children and teachers, planning authorities, architects, 
landscape designers, surveyors and property managers, as well as tourists and visitors to 
London. 

• All the listed spaces can be searched by Borough or by Type - from historical cemeteries to 
squares to commons. Keywords can also be used for searching – so if you are looking for a 
bandstand or a ha-ha, a crinkle-crankle wall or a lido, www.londongardensonline.org.uk 
can help.  

• Each listing on www.londongardensonline.org.uk gives the site’s brief history; details of 
how to get there; who manages it; events; opening times; accessibility; information relating 
to Planning and Conservation etc.  

• A great opportunity to see many of London’s private green spaces is during Open Garden 
Squares Weekend, which will take place on June 8-9, 2013 and is also organised by the 
London Parks & Gardens Trust.  
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